
 
 

1. Do you see the need to develop a large public gathering space in Downtown Vancouver?  

If so, how would you support such an initiative?  

 

DEFINITELY. We need to create a welcoming and open space for people to congregate 

and celebrate. This needs to be a priority when considering future development in the 

downtown core.  

 

2. If elected, what would you do to enhance public space in Vancouver to improve the 

experience throughout the year, day and night – specifically in the dark, wet winter 

months?     

 

We need to create public spaces we can use all year – including the portion of the year 

when it is dark and rainy. This means creating a space which takes into consideration 

protection from the elements, adequate lighting, and access to public transit.   

 

3. In the aftermath of the Stanley Cup Riots, there were calls to limit or prevent large 

gatherings in Vancouver.  How do you think that the City should balance the need for 

safety and security with the desire of many residents to attend public gatherings within 

the city?  

 

We must promote the ability to share and experience together to foster a healthy social 

fabric. People want a place to celebrate – the Olympics taught us that. They also 

showed a family oriented celebration area can work. The Stanley Cup riots showed us 

what doesn’t work. We need to understand better the differences between the two and 

move forward. There is no going back to the days of limiting large gatherings. We just 

have to learn how to do this safely.  

 

4. What do you think needs to be done in order to move people around Vancouver in a 

more active and sustainable way?   

 

We need to look at increasing public transit options for people – a streetcar system 

downtown provides an example of an additional option. We need to encourage people 

to take transit, cycle and walk. The broadway corridor should be more of a regional 

priority for transit enhancement. It is a failure of the current leadership that this is not 

one of the region’s transit priorities.  

 

5. Vancouver voters select their city councillors at-large, which means that they lack 

strong neighbourhood representation.  What are some solutions that you would support 

for the creation of greater neighbourhood representation in civic politics?  



 
We held a referendum on converting fully to a ward system recently, and it did not 

pass. Personally, I would propose a 5X5 blended voting system, where five candidates 

could be elected at-large, and five could be elected in specific areas (or wards) located 

throughout the city.   

 

6. How should Council promote civic engagement with youth and other groups that are 

rarely represented in community decisions and Council deliberations?  

 

We need to engage youth in the political process and empower them to become 

increasingly involed in the decisions about the city. I would encourage internet based 

engagement options targetting this segment of the population.  

 

7. What are your ideas to improve conditions for pedestrians in Vancouver? How can we 

bring life to the streets of Vancouver to keep them safe, interesting and accessible for 

people of all abilities?  

 

As a downtown resident, my favoured transportation mode is walking. I fully support 

any measures to increase pedestrian safety and ways to make walking attractive to all 

segments of society. One such example: I would  give priority to adddressing the 

Burrard Bridge situation, where pedestrians are treated poorly and banned from 

walking on one of the sidewalks. This is not a safe situation and must be addressed.   

 

8. What are your ideas to increase resident’s opportunities for public expression?  

 

Vancouver needs a place for all Vancouverites to express themselves. A large public 

square with amenities and a lively atmosphere must be established in the downtown 

core. Aside from such a place, we need a better on-line based dialogue for public 

expression and debate. I would encourage internet based voting and on-line input and 

access to both development permit board meetings and other city matters which effect 

residents. We need to take better advantage of web based tools to increase the 

participation of the public in decision making.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


