
 
 

1. Do you see the need to develop a large public gathering space in Downtown Vancouver?  

If so, how would you support such an initiative? 

 

Unfortunately, Downtown Vancouver cannot provide a single, large public gathering space.  I 

feel that BC place can provide such a gathering space.  With a retractable roof or otherwise 

when rain is forecasted, this location is ideal in that it is safe, functional and accessible.. 

 

2. If elected, what would you do to enhance public space in Vancouver to improve the 

experience throughout the year, day and night – specifically in the dark, wet winter 

months?     

 

I think eliminating bus traffic on Granville street would enhance that whole area.  Buses 

should be rooted on Howe and Seymour streets.  There should be less vehicular traffic, 

leaving pedestrians to wonder more freely. Some buildings in Gastown use a  lighting system 

to highlight  architectural definitions. Other structures throughout the city could 

be encouraged to copy this trend. Canada place is another structure that uses lights 

effectively. 

 

3. In the aftermath of the Stanley Cup Riots, there were calls to limit or prevent large 

gatherings in Vancouver.  How do you think that the City should balance the need for 

safety and security with the desire of many residents to attend public gatherings within 

the city? 

 

 Unfortunately our mayor and police chief do not comprehend the psychological make up of 

different crowds.  It is very unlikely that a crowd going to a symphony would break out into a riot, 

 A crowd of Olympic goers would also respect the rule of law.  This can't be said about 

aggressive sport fans all riled up on alcohol.  This concept has eluded city hall and the police 

department. Balance the need for safety according to type of crowd participates at a particular 

event. 

 

4. What do you think needs to be done in order to move people around Vancouver in a 

more active and sustainable way?  

 

Encourage people to take out their bikes therefor increase bike lanes. 

 

5. Vancouver voters select their city councillors at-large, which means that they lack 

strong neighbourhood representation.  What are some solutions that you would support 

for the creation of greater neighbourhood representation in civic politics? 

 



 

My candidacy is about empowering people.  I would welcome the opportunity to facilitate 

discussions, and the transition from an at large system to a ward system of governance.  That is 

my principal goal as mayor of Vancouver. This could be accomplished before the next civic 

election. 

 

6. How should Council promote civic engagement with youth and other groups that are 

rarely represented in community decisions and Council deliberations? 

 

This is the most important question in this survey.  Councils should meet throughout the city. 

 Schools are often available during the evenings.  Both students and the public at large should 

be given the opportunity to vote on line on issues that are relevant to their respective 

neighborhoods or to the city at large. 

 

7. What are your ideas to improve conditions for pedestrians in Vancouver? How can we 

bring life to the streets of Vancouver to keep them safe, interesting and accessible for 

people of all abilities? 

 

I often see bikes on sidewalks.  I'm certain that that practice is illegal.  This law should be 

enforced.  I personally have been hit by a bicycle (on a sidewalk),   on several occasions.  Skate 

board venues should be increased and their use discouraged on sidewalks. 

 

8. What are your ideas to increase resident’s opportunities for public expression? 

 

Some years ago, a tv station in the lower mainland afforded citizens to make public comments 

in a booth of some sort.  Perhaps civic administrators could sponsor such a venue for citizens to 

openly speak to the mayor and council of the day.  It would also be viable for the public to 

access these comments from these  individuals or groups.  The results of this activity could be 

most informative. 

 

 

 

 


